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Discord obliterated a YouTube view count
record. It may have been an accident.

Here's how it may have happened.

By Matt Binder on April 2, 2024
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Discord set out to prank its users with an April Fools' joke. It ended up accidentally destroying a YouTube's

viewership record. Credit: Gabby Jones/Bloomberg via Getty Images

When it comes to breaking YouTube records, you've probably heard of MrBeast and his

record of most subscribed individual creator on the platform. MrBeast also once held the
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record for most viewed YouTube video in a 24-hour period after one of his uploads from

August 2023 received nearly 60 million views in a day.

MrBeast's 24-hour view record would quickly be bested by the long-awaited Grand Theft
Auto VI trailer which dropped just this past December. The GTA 6 trailer garnered more

than 74 million views to grab that record from MrBeast.

ADVERTISEMENT

But it seems like no one will be breaking the new record-holders view count any time

SOO011.

On Monday, April 1st, 2024, the popular messaging platform Discord dropped a video

announcing a new "Loot Boxes" feature. While the "feature" existed, Discord wasn't
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serious about it. It was an April Fools' Day joke. Discord Loot Boxes have already been

removed from the platform.

But, somehow, Discord's 18-second April Fools' Loot Boxes video received more than one

billion views in a 24 hour period.

Yes, you read that correctly. One billion views.

Discord Loot Boxes are here.
Discord @ 1.4B views * 1 day ago

Why would we ever bring Loot Boxes into a chat app Open your Discord loot at https://dis.gd/lootboxes
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Credit: YouTube

The video received so many views, it actually got stuck at 628 million views at around the
16-hour mark as YouTube struggled to keep up with the count before updating to 1.4

billion at around the 24-hour mark.

To really drive this new record home, Discord beat the record by around 1.3 billion views.
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How did this happen?

So, how did Discord achieve this impossible feat?

Discord X
@discord - Follow

oops

2:16 PM - Apr 2, 2024 ®

@ 543K @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 1.9K replies
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The company is being coy about it on social media, posting "oops" on Elon Musk's social
media platform X on Tuesday in a vague reference to the video. Discord also posted a few

snarky replies to some users who commented on the post.
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malace¥§ - 20h X

@estroenthusiast - Follow
Replying to @discord

so whats next? is yt gonna do smth abt it or like??

Discord 2
@discord - Follow

STOP PRESSURING ME | JUST BROKE A WORLD RECORD | HAVE NO IDEA
WHAT WE'RE DOING NEXT % % %

2:41 PM - Apr 2, 2024 ®

@ 246 @ Reply (2 Copylink

Read 3 replies

Mashable reached out to both Discord and YouTube for comment but have yet to hear

back from either company. We will update this piece if we do.
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However, one software developer named Marvin Witt shared a very convincing
breakdown of what likely happened. Basically, it appears Discord may have accidentally
(or purposefully?) created a "working YouTube view bot" as Witt described it in a thread

on X.
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Marvin Witt X
@NurM4rvin - Follow

Discord managed to create a working YouTube view bot in 2024 by playing their
loot box announcement trailer on loop in the background of the in-app toast &

6:33 PM - Apr 1, 2024 ®

@ 375K ' Reply @ Copy link

Read 189 replies

Here's what went down

When Discord pushes out a new feature, the platform often pushes out a pop-up

announcement for users on the bottom right-hand corner of both the desktop app and

web app.

Discord did this for the Loot Box joke feature on April Fools' Day. Witt shared a
screenshot of the pop-up. Mashable can also confirm that we saw this pop-up when

logging into Discord on Monday morning.
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kiba ES - Apr 1 X
@stovepip3 - Follow
Replying to @NurM4rvin

what's an "in-app toast"
and canieat it

Marvin Witt
@NurM4rvin - Follow

This little popup in the bottom right of your Discord app. Not edible | think,
though | guess | wouldn't stop you from trying..

10:41 PM - Apr 1, 2024 ®

@ 28K @ Reply (2 Copylink

Read 8 replies
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According to Witt, who also runs an independent news and updates resource about

Discord, the Loot Box video from Discord was embedded in this pop-up via an iframe.
"Loot Boxes have arrived!" the pop-up reads.
However, as Witt shows, the YouTube video was not viewable for users unless they

hovered their mouse over the pop-up message, in which case the video would then pop-

up from the message like toast in a toaster oven.
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TheGreenYoutuber - Apr 1 X

@DaGrnYTer - Follow
Replying to @NurM4rvin and @stovepip3

How is that a video?

Marvin Witt
@NurM4rvin - Follow

The YouTube video is initially hidden but it's still already there and only gets
pulled up if you hover over it

11:16 PM - Apr 1, 2024 ®

@ 101 @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 1 reply

Discord's 18-second YouTube video was apparently auto-playing on loop in the
background of the app while users spent countless hours messaging their friends or even
just letting their computer idle.
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So, that leaves one more question: Did Discord do this on purpose?

There's some pretty convincing evidence from Witt that it was indeed an accident.

On his X account, Witt posted a screenshot of a Discord post from a "high up developer"

working at the company from April 1st.
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Marvin Witt - Apr 1 X
@NurMd4rvin - Follow

Discord managed to create a working YouTube view bot in 2024 by
playing their loot box announcement trailer on loop in the background of
the in-app toast

Marvin Witt
@NurM4rvin - Follow

| should mention they presumably did this accidentally, even one of the high up
developers at Discord was confused as to how this was happening

8:50 PM - Apr 1, 2024 ®

@ 121K @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 19 replies

"How the fuck is this video getting so many views," it says.
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Later in the day, some users started to notice that the pop-up's code in the Discord app
had been changed to fix the issue, switching from the YouTube video to a video file.
However, as Witt noted, many of the views were coming from users who kept Discord
open and weren't actively using the app, meaning the problem would remain until those
users updated the app, or the pop-up message no longer appeared because April Fools'

Day was over.
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Blackout - Apr 1 X
@RealBlackout03 - Follow
Replying to @NurM4rvin and @stovepip3

Seems to be fixed ig, Is a video html element now with an mp4 file at
least in my browser.

Marvin Witt
@NurM4rvin - Follow

You are correct. Just checked myself. However, the views are coming from idle
clients that are likely not going to update the app any time soon so this will go
on until the April Fools joke self-destructs in their client at 12am Californian time

11:40 PM - Apr 1, 2024 ®

@ 191 @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 2 replies

The Discord Loot Box video will likely become the source of much debate within the
YouTuber community too, since there will inevitably be controversy about whether the

record should count. Even if it does, there's likely to be a huge asterisk on this record.

Either way, Discord set out to fool everyone on April Fools' Day. It appears they did that,
but not in the exact way they had planned.

[>

https://mashable .com/article/discord-loot-boxes-april-fools-youtube-video-record-breaking ?utm_medium=auto.techbriefing.us.wed.rd.20240403&utm_source=em... 14/19



4/3/24,11:06 AM Discord obliterated a YouTube view count record. It may have been an accident. | Mashable

Topics Viral Videos YouTube

ADVERTISEMENT

Recommended For You

April Fools' Day: 8 brands that dropped cringey online pranks

04/01/2024 By Chance Townsend

Lin-Manuel Miranda isn't coming back for 'Moana 2' and the
internet doesn't know how to feel

02/08/2024 By Elizabeth de Luna

https://mashable .com/article/discord-loot-boxes-april-fools-youtube-video-record-breaking ?utm_medium=auto.techbriefing.us.wed.rd.20240403&utm_source=em... 15/19



4/3/24,11:06 AM Discord obliterated a YouTube view count record. It may have been an accident. | Mashable

X's new best friend is a GIF of a joint-smoking cartoon duck

03/25/2024 By Elena Cavender

Conservatives turned 'DEI' into another dog whistle. Black
Twitter isn’t having it.

03/30/2024 By Chance Townsend

lowa vs. LSU delivered memes, jokes, and a great game from
Caitlin Clark

20 hours ago By Tim Marcin

Trending on Mashable

NYT Connections today: See hints and answers for April 3

13 hours ago By Mashable Team

https://mashable .com/article/discord-loot-boxes-april-fools-youtube-video-record-breaking ?utm_medium=auto.techbriefing.us.wed.rd.20240403&utm_source=em... 16/19



4/3/24,11:06 AM Discord obliterated a YouTube view count record. It may have been an accident. | Mashable

W W TN e

Wordle today: Here's the answer and hints for April 3

12 hours ago By Mashable Team

NYT's The Mini crossword answers for April 3

6 hours ago By Mashable Team

NYT Connections today: See hints and answers for April 2

04/02/2024 By Mashable Team

50 of the best Harvard University courses you can take online
for free

10 hours ago By Joseph Green

[>

https://mashable .com/article/discord-loot-boxes-april-fools-youtube-video-record-breaking ?utm_medium=auto.techbriefing.us.wed.rd.20240403&utm_source=em... 17/19



4/3/24,11:06 AM Discord obliterated a YouTube view count record. It may have been an accident. | Mashable

The biggest stories of the day delivered to your inbox.

Email Address Subscribe

This newsletter may contain advertising, deals, or affiliate links. Subscribing to a newsletter indicates your

consent to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. You may unsubscribe from the newsletters at any time.

[>

https://mashable .com/article/discord-loot-boxes-april-fools-youtube-video-record-breaking ?utm_medium=auto.techbriefing.us.wed.rd.20240403&utm_source=em... 18/19



4/3/24,11:06 AM Discord obliterated a YouTube view count record. It may have been an accident. | Mashable

Newsletters

Sitemap

sOUPBLACK

Mashable supports Group Black and its mission to increase greater diversity in media voices and media
ownership. Group Black's collective includes Essence, TheShadeRoom and Afro-Punk.

©2005-2024 Mashable, Inc., a Ziff Davis company. All Rights Reserved.
Mashable is a registered trademark of Ziff Davis and may not be used by third parties without express written

permission.

About Ziff Davis
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
Advertise
Accessibility

Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Clech for Profile

[> AdChoices

[>

https://mashable .com/article/discord-loot-boxes-april-fools-youtube-video-record-breaking ?utm_medium=auto.techbriefing.us.wed.rd.20240403&utm_source=em... 19/19




